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From our Director
Dear Friends,
I hope this issue of our newsletter will be enlightening and inspiring as we share with you all of the wonderful happenings
here at St. Peter’s.
This year we have broadened our services, educating our community to help them better their eating habits and nutritional
needs.
Our new assistant Mary Lupien, has done extensive work in the
field of self sufficiency. With the help of Foodlink, Mary started our own community garden. You will read more about this
life-giving program on page three. We also continue to educate
our neighbors by holding food preparation and nutritional classes throughout the year.

Staff
We are delighted to welcome
Maryagnes Lupien back to
the kitchen after a 7 year
“life experience.” Mary
worked for us back in 2008.
Then single and ready to
take on the world, she went
to Guatemala to do service work there. Afterwards she worked (full time) for the Catholic
Family Center. Her part time position here
works well with her family’s needs. Mary
returns to us with her husband Jesse, 4 year
old daughter Maya and 4 year old stepdaughter Wren, so she is one busy lady.
Mary is also very active with coalitions on
homelessness, poverty and food nutrition.

St. Peter’s was one of three organizations which participated in
a pilot project with Sr. Beth LeValley. The “End of Life Program” focuses on assisting individuals without immediate family. They are now legally able to designate St. Peter’s as their
sponsor and insure their wishes are carried out.
Our Annual “Back to School” Program in September served
over 150 children, who received new back packs full of school
supplies. We thank JoAnn DeMott (a member of our Board of
Directors) and her team from St. Monica’s Parish to thank for
this wonderful event.
I hope you can understand the dynamic impact you have on the
lives of our community. Thank you for responding to our requests for your time, talent and financial offerings.
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Ed Cramp has
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staff. Ed’s gentle
nature and willingness to do
what is needed
makes him a
wonderful em-
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Remembering Those We’ve Lost
We endured another sad loss last December. Florence DiLaura, our bookkeeper for over 10 years passed away and
went home to be with her Lord and her beloved husband Robert. For the last 7 years she worked as a volunteer, which
was a huge savings to our ministry. Her long battle with cancer never stopped her ability to be kind, loving and determined to live each day as best she could. She was an avid cook and baker. Her loving spirit and generous nature will
be missed not only by our St. Peter’s Community but by all who knew her.

Florence DiLaura
Bookkeeper

Kate Bradley
Thursday Vol.

Tiiu Puzan
Monday Vol.

Michael Carter
Community

We have walked a
caring path together. Thank
you for all of the gifts you
brought to us. We will remember you always and
continue to pray for you as
you rest in God’s mercy and
peace.

End of Life Program
You may remember our article last year on our loyal daily patron “Sam” who died alone. He did not have funeral plans
and had no family to contact. We tried to have the county release the body to us so we could have a wake and proper
burial for him, but with no next of kin it was impossible. It took almost 5 weeks from his date of death for his body to be
buried. Thankfully, we were able to attend his burial at Oatka Cemetary in Scottsville.
Sr. Beth LeValley, SSJ started a program this year to specifically address this issue. We are so grateful someone picked
up this piece to help those who are most vulnerable. Now, we have in place the ability to help members of our community who are homeless, be placed into hospice or fulfill requested burial wishes. Their signed documents allow those of us
who are a part of their lives to bury them with dignity.
St. Peter’s was on the ground floor of this program and today we have around 9 individuals who have taken part in this
opportunity. They are signed up legally with us and the county, in case or when something happens to them. In the event
of death, we will be the next of kin for those who have no one. Their wishes will be honored and we will be able to move
them through the system in a more timely manner.

Board of Directors
For the last five years, we have been blessed with a dedicated and loyal Board of Directors. We are fortunate to add to
our ranks: Margaret Supinski, Bob Boyd and Paul Ciminelli, Esq. this year. Margaret was a volunteer from Webster
for several years and has experience in mediation and Human Resources. Bob is a professor at Geneseo State College
and has volunteered hours to help us with our new accounting system. Paul is a lawyer and is very well rooted in nonprofit organizational matters. The addition of these three members brings our Board up to 12 members.
As our grants have been down sized and our expenses have increased we are now looking at being a bit more proactive
in our recruitment and fundraising. Our other Board Members are:
Heidi Daily, Candice Johnson, Bob Stuver, Jo Ann DeMott, Sr. St. Luke Hardy, Lourdes Perez Albuene, Tom
Zamiara, Deacon Tony Mercadel and Greg Munier.
Thank-you Board of Directors for your time and talents.

The Garden of Love
This spring, Mary began a Foodlink Community Garden with the help of community
volunteers and Spencerport High School! Foodlink provided all of the garden materials and plants. As Mary said, “it was like having our very own “Planti-claus”.
We planted tomatoes, cucumbers, lettuce, kale, swiss chard, peppers, summer squash
and beans. The garden has been very productive, giving us lots of produce although
the leafy kale and chard were eaten by a very industrious family of ground hogs. I
guess they need to eat too!
We held a family gardening workshop attended by 8 children and three adults. Local
organic farming celebrity Elizabeth Henderson taught about soil, edible weeds and
planting. Each child received a seed packet. When it was over the children wanted to
go home and continue to look for edible weeds! It was a wonderful thing to see the
children so excited about gardening. We look forward to several more years of sowing, growing and reaping!

New Thrift Store

BEFORE

All Donations Welcome!

St. Peter’s Clothing Closet underwent a renovation this
past spring thanks to our Day of Caring Team from
Rochester Silver Works and Paychex. Rather than
offer gently used clothing, we decided that a better use
of our time and energy should focus on establishing a
Thrift Store. Recently, there are three other local agencies who now tend to the need of clothing. In our efforts
to reduce duplicating resources, our neighbors can now
shop for household items at the same time we serve
lunch. We are so grateful for the amount of donations
we have received. Our guests can now receive kitchen,
bedroom and decorative items for their homes and apartments.

AFTER

Testimonial
My name is Greg. I moved into a house on Main St. a while ago. I had been clean for over 9
years. I relapsed in 2014 and started my struggle all over again. I am sad to say once again my
life went downhill fast.
When I first time walked into St. Peter’s, I was greeted with warmth and a nice dinner. I
learned how much our area of the city depends on St. Peter’s. I came often to ask for assistance
in transportation, moral support and meals.
Over this past year I have tried hard to get back on the right path. I entered rehab with a full bag of hygiene items
given to me by St. Peter’s. I am now working with a good counselor. I am happy to say I am moving into a
Safehouse Program on Oct. 1st, (a supportive housing program) and am finally looking at getting my life back. St.
Peter’s is a place that gave me a desire to start again and stay clean. I am also getting my faith back.
Every time I come to St. Peter’s Kitchen I get help and encouragement. The staff is very nice and they do their best
to accommodate my needs. I am very grateful that I have had the Kitchen to lean on. I hope St. Peter’s keeps on
doing their great work for the community.
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33 Years of Service

Our Mission Statement:
St. Peter’s Kitchen, Inc. exists to provide
nutritious meals to the needy because we believe in
the dignity of each person. All associated with this
ministry are therefore to receive each guest in the
spirit of Catholic love, and to respond as far as
able, to the many hungers of those who come
through our doors. The “neighbor” will be served
without distinction. The principles of Catholic
Social Justice will be our guide.

What would we do without volunteers!
Our volunteers keep us going with dedication, laughter and an enormous amount of
work. Thanks to all who so generously give of their time and energy to keep us uplifted and inspired. A special thanks to Bob Boyd and Evelio Perez in their assistance in setting up our new accounting program.
Friday
Volunteers

Tuesday Volunteers

Ways to give to
St. Peter’s Kitchen
•

•
•

Day of
Caring

At work through the
United Way Campaign:
Our donor option number
is 1324.
On our website:
www.stpeterskitchen.org
Save our envelope and
send it later if this is not a
good time to donate.

Holiday Music

Are you wondering what to do with your newly “retirement” time? Are the kids back
in school and you have a half a day to donate to a worthy organization? Would you
like to help our delivery team secure donations as a delivery person from area stores?
How about some time in our garden? Our volunteers are amazing. We are always
looking for dedicated individuals or church groups who would like to adopt a day a
week or a day a month to help us prepare and serve our daily meal.
Our lunch program is open Monday through Friday. Our volunteer hours are 9:00 AM
to 1:30 PM. Check our website for more detailed volunteer information and consider
joining our force. Many say they get more than they give. You may find that to be
true too. Thanks to our entire volunteer workforce, you are the best!

Our Wish List
Food Products:
Tuna, Canned Fruit, Canned
Vegetables, Baked Beans,
Coffee, Coffee Creamer,
Sugar

Paper Products:
Napkins, Kleenex, Paper towels, Foil/plastic wrap

